


B E N S O N  R A I L R O A D  UNDERPASS Structure No0264 

CONSTRVCTION HISTORY 

In 1940 the Arizona Highway D e m e n t  h a a n  wlannina an interchange on the eastern wri&ew of the . . . . . .  . 

town of Benson thd would sepcade the MC from a highway, a dty street and a rcdlroad. The project was 
mrt of abroader effort then underway by thedewrtment to improve the Benson-Dough Highway (US 80) 
&rosssouth-tern ~rlzona. ~ h e p r o j ~ i n c l u d e d t w o a d j ~ ~ e n ~ u n d e ~ ~ ~ s  to -US80 under thedouble 
hacks of the Southern Padfic Rcdlroad and the other street. As deheated by the d e m e n t  thd year, the 
Kdlroad underlxlss was conbured as a concrete r i d  frame structure, wlth two 27-foot scans staaaered to 
accommodatethe skewed anile of the highway-rcdlroad intersection.' It featured mi&allstic proportions 
and Art Moderne mhtteaurcrl detchg, wlth scored p d e l  h e s  in the concrete smdre l  walls, radiused 
corners in the concrete pmpts and the wads "Beion 1941" rendered in Art ~ o d e r n e  aluminum letters 
applied to both PO&. 

AHD designated the rcdlroad underpass project as Project SN-FAGH 137-E(1), and the bridge depdment 
ensineers comwleted drawings for the highways and structures late in 1910. In the swrina of 1941 AHD . - 
aw-ded separate construction contracts to  son & Dickerson for the two struchres and adjacent high- 
way. Under the &&on of AHD Resident Engineer P.F. Glendenning, the Prescott-based contractors 
workedthroughtherest of 1941. ~ecnson &Dicker~oncompletedthe stru&esandapproahthefollowlng 
J a n u q .  Since its completion, the Benson Rcdlrod Underpas has d e d  highway t~Ik in essentkxlly un- 
altered condition. 

SIGNFICANCE STATEMENT 

The Benson Underps  is one of several structures built by the Arizona Highway DepcnZment during the 
GrecdDepressioninan extensive program to e l  Likemany other grade 
sepnutions designed by AHD at the time, this structure featured adistlnctive cachitectural treatment. Rather 
thon we a classical revival Wom as it had for the Stone Avenue Underpas [78871 in Tucson, the Cclxr 
Grunde Underpass [01431 and the Winslow Underpass [01941, AHD instead used a simpler, more modern 
treatment. The Benson Unde-s is one of a handful of such structures to trade on the Art Moderne style 
(others: Peoria Underpccss [01801, Glla Bend Overpass [06181 ond the 17th Avenue Underpass [77701, all in 
Mcalcopa County). Its mefully considered propdons and scored concrete detcdling distinguish it m o n g  
the state's urlxm g d e  s e ~ a t i o n s .  An integral pat  of an importat trcmscontlnental highway, the Benson 
Highway Underpass is a well-preserved example of Depression-era bridge construction. 
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