1. Example Letter Requesting Concurrence from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(place letter on FHWA letterhead)

2. Example Letter Initiating Formal Consultation from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(place letter on FHWA letterhead)

In Reply Refer to: 
HOP-AZ
STP-143-A (AXI)
 143 MA 143 H7528 01C
SR 143 @ Sky Harbor Boulevard TI
Request for concurrence

Mr. Steve Spangle, Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Arizona Ecological Services Field Office

2321 West Royal Palm Road, Suite 103

Phoenix, Arizona 85021-4951

Dear Mr. Spangle: 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), as the lead federal agency, in conjunction with the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT), proposes to reconfigure the existing traffic interchange (TI) ramp connections between State Route 143 (SR 143), Sky Harbor Boulevard, and State Route 202L (SR 202L).  The project is located within the City of Phoenix, in Maricopa County.  The project limits extend from milepost (MP) 0.42 to MP 3.28 on SR 143.  The project would consist of (1) redesigning and constructing the SR143 @ Sky Harbor Boulevard TI, including a new flyover ramp from westbound Sky Harbor Boulevard to southbound SR 143 and the widening of the existing bridge over the Salt River; (2) upgrading the fiber optic cable for the Freeway Management System (FMS); and (3) resurfacing SR 143, including the redesigned interchange, with rubberized asphalt pavement.  The FHWA will be the lead federal agency but has designated ADOT as the non-federal representative for this project for purposes of section 7 consultation.
The Biological Evaluation (BE) for this project is enclosed.  The BE considers the direct, indirect, and cumulative effects of this proposed project on federally listed species.  It includes a complete project description, species evaluation, and a finding of “no effect” for the California brown pelican and Yuma clapper rail.  It also includes a determination of “may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect” for the bald eagle.  With the submittal of this letter and BE, we are requesting concurrence that the above-referenced project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the bald eagle or its habitat.  Please call Mary Frye at (602) 382-8979, or Justin White at ADOT at (928) 779-7528 if you have any questions.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Robert E. Hollis

Division Administrator

Enclosure

cc:
Mary Frye

Justin White (F-500)
In Reply Refer To:

HOP-AZ
STP-191-C(205)
TRACS No. 191 GE 163 H6708 01C

US 191 San Francisco River Bridge
Request for Concurrence
Mr. Steve Spangle
US Fish and Wildlife Service
2321 West Royal Palm Road, Suite 103
Phoenix, Arizona 85021

Dear Mr. Spangle:

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT), has determined that the US 191 bridge at milepost 163.3 over the San Francisco River in the town of Clifton, Greenlee County, Arizona, has structurally inadequate decks and is vulnerable to the scouring effects from periodic high river flow conditions.

The purpose of this project is to replace the current bridge with a new 8-span closed frame continuous concrete slab bridge in the same location and minimize potential structural problems resulting from high river flows. Because the project will use federal funds, it is subject to section 7 consultation. The FHWA will be the lead federal agency but has designated ADOT as the non-federal representative for this project for purposes of section 7 consultation.

The enclosed Biological Evaluation considers direct, indirect, and cumulative effects on Endangered Species Act–protected species potentially occurring in Greenlee County. It includes a project description, species evaluations, and a finding of “may affect, not likely to adversely affect” for the Chiricahua leopard frog, the loach minnow, the Gila chub, and the spikedace and a finding of “may adversely affect designated critical habitat” for the loach minnow.

With this letter we hereby request your concurrence that the project is not likely to adversely affect the Chiricahua leopard frog, the loach minnow, the Gila chub, and the spikedace and initiate formal consultation due to the project’s likelihood to adversely modify loach minnow critical habitat.
Please contact Mary Frye (FHWA) at 602.382.8979 or Justin White (ADOT) at 928.779.7528 if you have any questions or require additional information. Thank you for your continued assistance.

Sincerely,

Robert E. Hollis

Division Administrator

Enclosure:


cc:
Mary Frye 

Justin White (F-500)
